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7
Agricultural Chemical Group (ﬁed ;/'.41
1701 East Patapsco Avenue Box 1616 ) :
Baltimore Maryland 21203
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Mr. Neil Swanson . ‘
Environmental Scientist A SDMS DoclID

Waste Enforcement Section \_
Air and Waste Management Division (3 AW 22)

United States Environmental CERTIFIED MAIL
Protection Agency RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
Region III

6th and Walnut Streets
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Re: Response to EPA Region III
Inquiry on Possible Formation
of Dioxins

Dear Mr. Swanson:

On June 20, 1983, FMC Corporation's Agricultural Chemical Group plant in
Baltimore, Mary]and received a letter dated June 15, 1983 from Region
IIT of the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, in which EPA Reg1on
III inquired as to certain information relative to the possible
formation of dioxins at FMC's Baltimore plant in the course of
manufactur1ng -and handling practices over the years 1nvo]v1ng various
organic chemicals. Among other things, EPA Region III's June 15, 1983
letter requests submission within ten days of receipt of the 1etter of a
written report on the status of discussions with EPA Region III or on
other action relative to the matters set forth in the letter. By the
present letter, we are providing the report thus requested 1In doing
so, however, we do not intend to express any opinion as to the
appl1cab111ty of the statutory provisions referenced in the first
paragraph of EPA Region III's letter or to any other statutory
requ1rement for such a report. In response to the information requested
in Attachment II of EPA Region III's letter, we are in the process of
reviewing our files. We will be in a better pos1t1on to respond further
to this request after this review and will be in contact with you by
July 10, 1983.

On Monday, June 20, 1983, a meeting was held at the Baltimore plant
involving Peter Schau] and yourself from EPA Region III, myse]f and
other FMC representatives, and representatives from your prime
contractor (NUS Corporation), the City of Baltimore Health Department,
and the State of Maryland Office of Environmental Programs. At that
time there was an exchange of information concerning a product,
Tetradifon ("Tedion"), manufacturing at FMC's Baltimore plant
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between 1957 and 1970. During the course of the meeting, there were
discussions concerning the product, its related manufacturing
facilities, disposal of wastes in connection with the manufacture and
handling of the product and EPA Region III's letter of June 15, 1983.
The meeting concluded with a brief plant tour-to 1dent1fy poss1b1e

- locat1ons for sampling. . CLl .

.,On the fol]ow1ng day, June 21, 1983 'the NUS Corporat1on representatives
returned to. the. plant and obta1ned twe]ve (12) split spoon core samples
‘from various ‘Tocations throughout the plant’ site. All samples were

-};sp11t hﬂth our p1ant laboratory personnel.

It is our understanding that NUS will analyze these samples for dioxins
as well as for the 129 “"priority po]]utants" and that the results of
such analyses w111 be aval]ab]e to us in approx1mate1y four to 51x
weeks. - : . ,

If there are quest1ons concerning th1s letter, or 1f add1t1ona1
information is requ1red please adv1se me. (301/355 6400, Ext. 235)

‘Yours very truly,
D. w Palmer
Env1ronmenta1 Manager

DWP:ct

cc: Elkins W. Dahle, Jr.
City of Baltimore
Health Department
Bureau of Industrial Hygiene
111 North Calvert Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Art Caple -

Joseph Stang -

State of Maryland

Office of Environmental Programs
201 W. Preston Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201



FMC Corporation ' ' ‘ ‘ '

Agricultural Chemical Group

1701 East Patapsco Avenue Box 1616 A | of?/
Baltimore Maryland 21203 7
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July 7, 1983 .

Mr. Neil Swanson

Environmental Scientist

Waste Enforcement Section

Air and Waste Management Division (3AW22)

United States Env1ronmenta1 Protect1on Agency :

Region III _ CERTIFIED MAIL

6th .and Walnut Streets RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
Philadelphia, PA 19106 : ~

Re: Reﬁponse to EPA Region III
Inquiry on Possible Formation of Dioxins

Dear Mr. Swanson

This letter is to confirm my Ju]y 6th telephone conversation with Peter
Schaul of EPA Region III.

Because of the difficulty in attempting to locate and review informa-
tion, some of which dates back twenty-five (25) years, we have requested
and Mr. Shaul has agreed to an additional ten (10) days in which to
respond . to the request for information contained in EPA Region III's
letter of June 15, 1983.

- If there are any questions in this regard, pleaSe do not hesitate to

contact me.

Sincerely yours,

Dw Ko

D. W. Palmer
Environmental Manager

DWP:ct

cc: Peter Schaul - EPA Region III
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